Source of material
Treatment of a mixture of (£)-and (Z)-7-benzylidenecyclocta-1,3,5-triene in ethyl acetate with ethenetetracarbonitrile gave a mixture of nine compounds [1] . Fractional crystallisation gave the title compound; mp 543 Κ -544 Κ.
Experimental details
The C-bound Η atoms were placed in their geometrically calculated positions and included in the final refinement in the riding model approximation.
A unique data set was collected for the structure that was found to crystallise in the orthorhombic space group Fddl. The low N(hkl)gt/N(param) ratio is characteristic for molecules crystallising in non-centrosymmetric space groups. The refinement reported used all possible reflections with θ < 27.5°.
Discussion
The deviations of the C2, C3, C4 and C5 atoms from their least-squares plane are -0.024(6) Â, 0.031 (6) Ä, -0.032(6) Â and 0.030(6) Â, respectively. The C2-C3-C3a-C31 torsion angle of -179.2(5)° indicates co-planarity between the square and the benzylidene residue. The central square shares an edge with a tricyclic system comprising three six-membered rings. 
